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\ Thank you for your letter (unnumbered) of January 
29 about the Arab League Technical Committee and Unified^V^ 
Command Get up by the Arab Summit Conference at Cairo, L- 
and the proposed tour by Arab Foreign Ministers. 


2. Most of the information published here on these 
subjects seems in fact to have been taken from AF? 
messages originating in Cairo. Thus L f Orient on 
January 25 published an AFP message attributing to 
”A1 Ahram” the nev/s that the orincioal seat of the 
Technical Committee would be at Beirut with two branches 
at Damascus and Amman. The first meeting of the Commit¬ 
tee was to take place in Cairo on February 1 when a work 
programme would be drawn up and the necessary technical 
and administrative personnel would be selected. There¬ 
after the experts would leave for Amman, to study the 
Yarmoulc project on the spot, going on to further exami¬ 
nations on the ground in those parts of Syria and 
Leoanon where diversion works were to be undertaken. 


3. The same article said that the Unified Command 
would come into existence in the lirst week of February, 
by which time General Ali Ali Amer would have completed 
a round of consultations with ti.e Chiefs of Staff in 
Amman, Damascus and Beirut about the measures to be 
taken in order to give substance to the decisions taken 
at the summit conference in the military field. •As 
regards the structuie of the command itself General nmer 
would have twelve assistants, one from each of the other 
Arab countries. Other officers would be appointed 11 in 
accorcance with the general plan of action and the possi¬ 
bilities in each country”• Under the subtitle “Permanent 
Small Summit” the article stated that a commission 
composed of personal representatives of the Arab Ileaac 
of States (in the pe- son of the respective Ambassadors 
at Cairo) would have the task of watching over the 
application of the decisions reached at the summit# 

4# I might add that it would be logical for these two 
organisations to be based on Beirut, since it i3 after all 
at thi:, northern, end of the Palestine area, that both 
the diversion projects and the necessary defence arrange¬ 
ments will have to be brought about. Eut political con¬ 
siderations will also have to be taken into account and 
we have in fact no confirmation of the report from any 
sources here. 
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5# Ao regards the tour or Foreign Ministers, here too 
the first news seems to have broken in Cairo. The Times 
correspondent took his account from an article published 
in ” A1 Ahram ” on January 27# and the press here on 
January 28 carried one or two articles on agency messages 
evidently based on the same source. For what it is worth 
I enclose a copy. But a statement made to the press by 
M# Takla on January 27 throws some doubt on the authen¬ 
ticity of the details contained in it. M. Takla declared 
that "the Lebanese delegation at Cairo had been in full 
agreement with the ~>ther Arab delegations regarding the 
need for the proposed tours in order to expound the just 
cause of the Arabs in Palestine and the dangers to which 
Israel aggression exposed not only the Arab world but the 
rest of the world as veil. The Conference' 3 1 Cairo had 
not fixed a definite programme for the tours notr had it 
specified the mission to be entrusted to each Minister. 

The program.e would no doubt be fixed at an early date, 
after consultation between the Arab countries and the 
Secretariat of the Arab League.” 

6 . All this suggests that the “ Al Ahram ” article may 
be based only on some pa>er prepared for, but not agreed 
at, the Conference. We hope to report further next week 
when the Ambassador plans to see Li. Takla. 

7. I fear that much of the material in this letter may 

be duplicated by reports from Cairo, but I send it for win t 
it is worth#. 

8 . I am sending copies of this letter to the recipients 
of yours# 


(H. A. HANKEY) 
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ARAB MINISTERS TO TOUR WORLD CAPITALS 

Other Steps To Implem ent R esolu tions 

9 Practical steps to put the Arab summit resolutions 
into force are being taken in a fast way. According to 
yesterday f s AL AHRAM, several new steps in that respect 
were taken Sunday. The most important step was the prepa¬ 
ration of a complete itinerary according to which 13 Arab 
Foreign Ministers are to tour 175 world capitals, including 
two states that are not members of the UN. The starting 
date of these tours will be set up as soon as the answers 
of the Arab states are received. The itinerary has already 
been sent to the Arab states for study, AL AHRAM said. 
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The purpose of these tours, according to AL AHRAM, 

"is to explain all that is related to the Palestine problem, 
the growing-up Zionist danger and the aggressive plans of 
Israel," The Foreign Ministers will start their tours at 
close intervals and some tours will last over two months, 

AL AHRAM said and added that two or three Foreign Ministers 
may meet in one capital at one time. Washington will be 
the only capital visited by all 13 Foreign Ministers. 
Following is the itinerary of each Arab Foreign Minister 
according to the alphabetical order of their countries 
as published by AL AHRAM t 

The Foreign Minister of Jordan will visit the US,' 
the Soviet Union, Nationalist China, Ecuador, Bolivia, 

Peru, Paraguay and Uraguay* 

The Foreign Minister of Tunisia will visit the US, 
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France, Canada, 
Iceland, Holland, Belgium, DeTftnark, Luxembourg, Senegal, 
the Ivory Coast, Dahomey, the Upper Volta and Togo. 

The Foreign Minister of Algeria will visit the US, 
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France, Communist 
China, Mongolia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania, Guinea, Mali, 
Nigeria and Cuba. 

The Foreign Minister of Sudan will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the United Kingdom, France, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Ghana, Nigeria. — 

The Foreign Minister of Iraq will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the United^KingJom, France, West Germany, 
Spain, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Japan and Indonesia. 

The Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia will visit the 
US, the United^Kingdom, France, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Malaysia, West Germany and Nationalist China. 

The Foreign Minister of Syria will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the UnitedJCingdom, France, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, Trinidad, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, Columbia, Venezuela and W. Germany. 

The Foreign Minister of the UAR will visit the Soviet 
Union-*- the US, the United_JCingdom, France, Communist 
China f Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Hungary, W. Germany, Yugoslavia, Greeoe, India, Nepal, 

Burma, Ceylon, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanganyika. 

The Foreign Minister of Yemen will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, Communist China, Italy and W. Germany. 

The Foreign Minister of Kuwait will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the United^Kingdom, France, India, Cambodia, 
Laos, Thailand and Philippines. 

The Foreign Minister of Lebanon will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the United^Kingdom, France, Cyprus, Mexico, 
Panama, Jamaica, Guatemala, El Salvador, Brazil, Chili 
and Argentina. 

The Foreign Minister of Libya will visit the US, the 
United Kingdom. France, Italy, Australia, New Zealand, 

Turkey, Tchad and Central Africa. 
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The Foreign Minister of Morocco will visit the Soviet 
Union, the US, the United Kingdom, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, W. Germany, IrelahU, Sweden, Norway, the Cameroons, 
Gabon and the Congo (Brazaville and Leopoldville). 


Commenting editorially on the subject, AL AKHBAR 
said that the purpose of sending these peaceful missions 
abroad "is to express our good intentions with regard to 
peace." But this does not mean, the paper said, that 
"we are ready to sur ender to Israel."_ 


